








Defense against Defeat, Part 2

congtantly changing, variable world. We have a
place on which to stand and fight, and an adequate
power with which to face every situation. That is
what Jesus Chrigt is to anyone who knows him.
That is peace. That ismorale.

A word of warning: Do not try to start with
peace. When you get troubled or upset, when at-
tacks come, do not try to start with making your
heart feel at peace. Thisis a mistake many people
make; they try to conjure up some kind of feeling of
peace within and succeed only in upsetting them-
selves more. Do not start with peace. Start with
truth. Christ is the truth. Work your way back
down through truth and righteousness and you will
come out at peace. Thisisthe way to begin.

Let us take a closer look at this battle. If we
remind ourselves of these great truths, they ought
to set our hearts at rest. But every one of us knows
that, though they often set our hearts at rest, there
are times when they do not. We find ourselves till
depressed. We are still filled with doubts, still
disturbed. Perhaps there is no good reason for us
to fedl thisway. We may even wake up in a blue
mood first thing in the morning though we went to
bed very happy. There is no good reason for our
depresson. We do not know why this has hap-
pened. Thereis no explanation we can see. There
is nothing wrong physically (and the physicd ele-
ments of our life can have a very great bearing on
our feelings) but till we feel depressed.

Well, what is happening? We are experiencing
what Paul calls here “the flaming darts of the evil
one” These are part of the wiles of the devil, the
wiliness, the stratagems of Satan.

They come to us in various forms. Sometimes
they are evil thoughts and imaginations which in-
trude themselves suddenly upon our thinking, of-
tentimes at the most incongruous times. We may
be reading the Bible, we may be bowed in prayer,
we may be thinking about something else quite en-
tirely when al of a sudden some filthy, lewd
thought flashes into our mind. What is this? One
of the fiery darts of the evil one! We ought to rec-
ognhize it as such.

Sometimes these come as doubts, and even
blasphemies, sudden fedlings we experience that
perhaps this Christianity is nothing after all but a
big hoax, some dream which men had. Perhaps we
feel that it can al be explained psychologically, or
that Jesus Christ is redly a humbug, a victim of
self-delusion. Perhaps the world is not the way we

have been taught it is, and things are not the way
the Bible says. You have doubtless experienced
these times. All Christians have had this sudden
feeling that perhaps it is al a fantasy, imagination.
Again, these fiery darts may come in the form of
sudden fears, anxieties, a fleeting sensation that
things are dl wrong. We cannot seem to shake it.
Though we try to reason ourselves out of it, we
cannot.

What are these feelings? Well, whatever form
they may take, they are dways from the same
source. They are the fiery darts of the wicked one.
We are the biggest fools on earth if we do not see
them in that light, and deal with them as such.
And, in whatever form they may come to us, they
always have two characteristics.

First, they seem to arise out of our own
thoughts. They seem to come right from our
inner selves. We fed, “This is something | am
thinking,” and oftentimes it is a shocking thing.
But the devil is really whispering to us. He'is
communicating to us. Heisinfluencing us. Ah
yes, but it does not seem like that to us. In our
ignorance and innocence we blame ourselves,
“How can | think a thing like this if | am a
Christian? Can a Christian have such a lewd
and filthy thought as this? Can | redly be a
Christian if | think like this. | must not be one
after all.” This, of course, is exactly why the
devil sent his thought to you, because this is
what he wants you to think. If it is a doubt
(and we are aways exposed to doubts, these
sudden attacks upon faith, these sudden fedl-
ings that Christianity is not as sure and certain
as it once seemed to us), we say to ourselves,
“I must have aready lost my faith or |1 would
not think like this. What is the matter with me?
How can | be a Christian and even have a
thought like this?”” So we try to repress the
thought. We think, “There must be something
wrong; we should not feel like this” and we
push the thought down into our subconscious.
Yes, but we know it is still there, lurking un-
derneath, and we fed dishonest because we are
not even willing to look at it. This thing takes
its toll of us in physical ways as well as in
mental and emotional strain and tension. We
feel uncertain and confused because we are
convinced that the opposite of faith is doubt.
We think if we have doubts we cannot have
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faith and if we have faith we do not have
doubts. Therefore, if we have doubts then we
must not and cannot be men and women of
faith. We do not see this as the lie of the devil.
We think it is our own faithless thinking. This
is aways the first characteristic of these things.
They seem to come to us out of ourselves and
are identified with usin our thinking.

The second thing is that they are aways an
attack upon our position in Christ as the truth,
our righteousness, and our peace. These things
are always an insinuation of doubt about those
matters — never about anything else. They are
an attack upon those areas of faith. Thisis al-
ways the way of the devil. Read the Bible from
beginning to end and you see it dl the way
through. He said to Eve in the garden, “Has
God said unto thee ...? Did God say that ...7"
{cf, Gen 3:1}. There is the implication of
doubt. He said to Jesus, in the temptation in
the wilderness, “If thou be the Son of God, then
turn these stones into bread,” {cf, Matt 4:3,
Luke 4:3}. If! Thereis always the insinuation
that these things are not true. This is the way
he raises doubts, creates guilt, arouses fear.
These are the attacks of the evil one.

What are we to do? How are we to combat
these things successfully? Waell, the apostle says,
“Take the shield of faith with which you can
guench dl the flaming darts of the evil one.” No-
tice that he did not say the shield of belief. We
have aready reminded ourselves of our beief when
we recall we have put on the girdle of truth, the
breastplate of righteousness, and the equipment of
the gospel of peace. That is our beief in what
Christisto us. But faith is more than that. Thisis
very important to see. Faith is acting upon belief.
Faith is decision, action, resolution. Faith is say-
ing, “Yes, | believe Christ is the truth. He is my
righteousness, he is my peace. Therefore this, and
this, and this, must follow. Faith isworking out the
implications of belief. When you say “Therefore”
you move from belief into faith. Faith is particular-
izing, if you want it put in one word. It is taking
the generd truth and applying it to the specific
situation and saying, “If this be true, then this must
follow.” That isthe shield of faith.

Do you do that? Have you learned how to take
the shield of faith when doubts come? Do you say?

“Christ isthe truth. Heisthe basic revelation
of things which redly are. He has demon-
strated it. Therefore, | cannot accept this
thought that Christianity is a hoax. | cannot
believe both. | cannot believe that Christ is
the truth and that this thing is true, too. |
have committed myself to Christ because |
have been persuaded that he has demonstrated
truth fully. | stand on that ground. Therefore
| must reject this insinuation.”

Do you reason? ...

“Christ is the truth. Therefore | cannot be-
lieve this subtle philosophy which exalts man
and makes God unnecessary in human affairs.
I must reject it. Since | have found Christ
true, | cannot believe this sudden feeling |
have of unreality. | must regard it as what
Christ says it is. It is from the devil. Jesus
Christ says he is a liar from the beginning.
Thereforethisisalieand | reject it.”

Do you say these things?

Our problem is that we have become so accus-
tomed to believing our feelings as though they were
facts. We never examine them. We never take
them and look at them and ask, “It this true?” We
smply say, “I feel thisway. Therefore it must be
true.” Thisiswhy so many are constantly defeated
— because they accept their feelings as facts.

We are to say:

“Christ is my righteousness. | am linked with
him. | am one with him. His life is my life
and my life is his life. We are married.
Therefore, | cannot believe this lie that these
evil thoughts are my thoughts. They are not
my thoughts at all. They are thoughts which
come into my mind, are insinuated there by
another force. It is not my thinking at all.
No, it is the devil again. | do not want these
thoughts. | do not like them. | rgject them. |
do not want them in my thinking; therefore
they are not mine. They are the devil’s chil-
dren, and I'll spank them and send them back
where they belong!”

Using the shield of faith means refusal to fee
condemned or to fedl guilty:
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“God loves me. He says so. He says nothing
will change that. Nothing will separate us.
Nothing | do or fail to do will separate us! All
right, then | will believe that, and therefore |
cannot believe this thought that God does not
love me and want me.”

You see, you cannot have both. No man can
serve two masters.

“Christ is the ground of my peace. Therefore it is
his responsibility to take me through everything.
He is the adequate One. He has come to carry me
through every situation. So | cannot, | will not, be-
lieve this fear, this sudden anxiety which grips my
heart. | will not believe that it is from me. It is
simply sent to shake my confidence in Christ. Itis
an attempt to destroy my peace. But Christ is ade-
quate for even this and therefore | refuse to
change.”

are not only to win, we are to win victorioudly, tri-
umphantly, abundantly. Remember that John said,
“Gregater is he that is in you than he that is in the
world,” {1Jn 4:4 KIV}. Paul adds, “Where sin
abounds, grace does much more abound,” { cf, Rom
5:20}. We are intended to do more than barely
make it to heaven. We are designed to triumph, to
be fearless, to be not only unconquered but uncon-
querablel

So there is more here: “ Take the helmet of sal-
vation and the sword of the Spirit.” We will re-
serve till later examining how fully, adequately, and
abundantly — more than adequately — this armor is
designed to defend us in the midst of a very diffi-
cult and changing world. It is thus that we can be
“grong in the Lord and in the strength of his
might,” thus, that we can “stand in the evil day.”

| think so often of these words of Kipling, de-
scribing the pressures of life:

This is what James calls “resisting the devil,”
{Jas 4:7b}. Thisis the shield of faith. Thisisre-
fusing the believe the lie that if you have doubts
you cannot have faith. Becausethat isalie. Doubt
is always an attack on faith. The fact that you
have doubts proves that you have faith. They are
not opposites a al. Doubt is the proof of the real-
ity of faith. Therefore re-examine the ground of
your faith and reassert it, and remember that feel-
ings are not necessarily at al.

And James says that, if you keep on resisting
the devil, “he will flee from you,” {Jas 4:7c}.
Think of that! He will flee from you. You do it
again and again every time the thought comes back.
You resist it on that basis. You refuse to give up
your position. And, sooner or later, inevitably, the
doubts will clear. Your fedings will change, the
attacks cease, and you will be back again in the
sunshine of faith and the experience of the love and
joy of God.

That is what Paul is talking about: “Take the
shield of faith. It is able to quench every fiery dart
of the evil one” The shield of faith is enough in
itself. Itisal you need. You do not realy need the
remainder, that is, the last two pieces of the armor.
It may sound strange to say that, but it istrue. You
do not need any more because this is able to quench
every fiery dart of the wicked one. It alone would
see you through, if that were al you had.

Then why are we given more? Because we are
not only to be conquerors. The Bible says we are
to be “more than conquerors,” {Rom 8:37}. We

If you can keep your head when all about you

Arelosing theirs and blaming it on you:

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt
you.

But make allowance for their doubting too:

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don’t give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream — and not make dreams your
master:

If you can think — and not make thoughts your
am

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same:

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ ve spoken

Twisted by knaves to make atrap for fools.

Or watch the things you gave your life to bro-
ken,

And stop and build ‘em up with worn out
tools:

If you can talk with crowds and keep your
virtue,

Or walk with kings — nor lose the common
touch

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you:

If all men count with you, but none too much:

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds worth of distance run

Yoursisthe earth and everything that'sin it,

And which is more — you'll be a Man, my
son!
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That is a very eloquent description of life. Itis
exactly what the Word of God is designed to pre-
pare us for. That iswhat it means to be “strong in
the Lord and in the power of his might.”

Prayer:

Our Father, with what sharpness we realize
that this but describing for us the life we
are living, the situation in which we find
ourselves, the very circumstance in which
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we now are. Lord, help us to be men and
women of faith, to realize that your word
has brought to us the truth as it isin Jesus.
Let us not fling away our confidence, nor
cast away our reliance upon that unshak-
able word, but trust in you and show to the
world that this is the only thing which can
keep a man or a woman standing in the
midst of pressures which defeat and ruin
and blast and destroy life. We pray in
Christ’s name, Amen.
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We are now embarked upon an attempt to ex-
plain life. We want to see why men are so bewil-
dered at what is happening in the world about them,
and why they are so impotent in solving the great
problems which have confronted men for many
centuries. Why is it we seemingly made no progress
in this intense struggle that is our life? Our atten-
tion now is focused upon one verse of Scripture,
Ephesians 6:17, which occurs in the midst of a
great cal to “be strong in the Lord and in the
power of his might,” { Eph 6:10}. The apostle con-
cludes the list of “the armor of God” {Eph 6:11}
with this verse:

And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the spirit, which is the word of
God. {Eph 6:17}

We are examining this battle of the Christian
against “the world rulers of present darkness’ { Eph
6:12}, as Paul so very eoquently describes them.
We are contending, the apostle says, against the
great cunning of the devil, the clever ruses and
subtle stratagems by which he

Weakens our faith,
Lowers our morals, and
Neutralizes our witness.

Many have said to me since this series began,
“I never redlized before that all this had to do with
my life, that this had been happening to me all
along.”

A number have said, “I never knew what it
really meant to face the wiles of the devil, or what
were these fiery darts of the wicked one.”

I am glad we have come to understand that this
isnot at all remote from us, but it is a battle we are

engaged in every moment of every day. Once we
have understood something about the form of at-
tack by which the devil accomplishes his work in
mankind, we immediately become interested in dis-
covering how we can meet it. It is, therefore, nec-
essary that we give our attention to what the apos-
tle has to say about the armor of God.

Though the defense of the Christian is couched
in figurative language, it is a description of some-
thing very redl. It is not an automatic procedure
which we experience, but an intelligent program we
are expected to follow.

| hopethisis clear because it is very important.

We are not to struggle through the Christian
life blindly, hoping for the best. If we do that we
have already succumbed to the wiles of the devil.
No wonder then that we are defeated by constant
frustration, confusion, discouragement, uncertainty,
and all the other manifestations of the devil’s work.
We are expected to give intelligent consideration to
the process of overcoming, and to learning how to
counteract the attacks of Satan in our lives. It is
the armor of God which sets this forth.

If we do not bother to use the armor, we need
not wonder that we succumb to the wiles of the
devil, for this is the only thing that can possibly
meet the subtlety, the cunning, the wiliness of the
attacks of Satan against us. As we have seen, no
degree of human intelligence is equal to the cunning
of Satan.

The devil, throughout the centuries, has beaten
every man who pits his strength against him.  The
record of Scripture is that even the greatest of
saints, those who have seen clearest and understood
most of the reality of life, in trying to meet the devil
in their own strength have aways been whipped.
There is no man who is able to stand against him.
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As Martin Luther put it, “On earth is not his
equal.”

But we have been provided with an armor, and
this armor is perfectly adequate to meet the ruses,
the cunning, and the wiliness of the devil.

We must understand what that armor means.
We have seen that it is a figurative explanation of
Jesus Christ and what Christ isto us.

If you would like it put a different way, this
armor is an expansion of Jesus words in John
14:20, “you in me, and | in you.” Those are some
of the smplest words in the English language. Any
child can understand them. They are monosylla-
bles, yet they encompass a truth so profound that |
guestion if anyone ever remotely apprehends all
that isinvolved in these smple words.

The first three pieces of this armor that Paul
describes,

Girding your loins with the girdle of truth,
Putting on the breastplate of righteousness, and
Having your feet shod with the equipment of
the gospel of peace

are a figurative way of explaining or expounding
the phrase, “you in me” i.e, the Christian in
Christ. When we came to Jesus Christ and be-
lieved in him, we were “in Christ,” we had a differ-
ent basis of living. Asthe Bible says, those who do
this are “transferred, trandated from the kingdom
of Satan into the kingdom of God,” {cf, Col 1:13}.
We are sad to be “in Christ,” and have found
Christ to be the ground of truth, i.e, the key to life.
He is the secret of the universe — al truth relates to
him, al truth comes from him. By him all things
were made and exi<t, and there is no explanation of
reality except that which leads ultimately to the
figure and person of Jesus Christ. “In him are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” {Col
2:3}.

Then, further, we found that we are invited by
God to rest upon Christ’s righteousness. We do
not come before God on the ground of our own
puny efforts to have done good, or to have behaved
ourselves, or to have pleased him. We stand in
Christ’s righteousness and his perfections are im-
puted to us. In the amazing experience of the
cross, God has transferred our sin to him and trans-
ferred his righteousness to us. This is the ground
of our acceptance before God and the answer to the

problem of human guilt from which we all suffer.
Then we learned that Christ is our peace. Heisthe
source of our sense of camness, of quietness, of
euphoria, of well-being. He is the ground of our
morale. Those are the first three pieces of the ar-
mor. We have put on these if we are Christians at
all, and we begin our defense against the devil and
his wiles by reminding ourselves of these great
facts.

The last three pieces of this armor describe
what it means for Christ to be in the Christian, i.e.,
Christ appropriated, applied to actua life. These
three pieces are very practical and highly important
to us. In our last message we saw what it meansto
take “the shidd of faith, wherewith we are able to
guench al the fiery darts of the wicked one,” {Eph
6:17}. We saw that taking the shield of faith
means to come to practica conclusions from the
ground on which we are standing in Christ, which
we have taken in him. That is, if Christ is the
truth, if Christ is our righteousness, if Jesus Christ
is our peace, then this and thisis true, and that and
that is not true. Thinking it through, we come to a
“therefore.” We draw a practical conclusion and
thus answer the thoughts which arise within us
which tempt us to doubt, or lust, or immorality,
weakness, confusion, or uncertainty. Thus we re-
sist the devil.

We saw that the shield of faith is supremely
important. It is adequate in itself to defeat all the
fiery darts of the wicked one. The reason we so
often experience weakness is that we do not actu-
ally take it. We continualy try to muddle through.
We do not do intelligently what God says and apply
the shield of faith, i.e, think this thing through
from the ground of faith we have taken.

There are only two pieces of the armor left —
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit.
We must examine what is meant by this phrase,
“the helmet of salvation.”

The figure of a helmet immediately suggests to
us that this is something designed to protect the
mind, the intelligence, the ability to think and rea-
son.

We saw that the breastplate was the protection
of our emotional life. When you figuratively put on
Christ as your breastplate of righteousness, you are
assuming a position in him which protects you
from the sense of guilt and unforgiveness — the
most common ground of disturbance to the emo-
tions. It is because we fed guilty that we get emo-
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tionaly upset and depressed, and the breastplate
protects us there. The shoes, as we have already
seen, protect us in the area of our will. The shoes
of the gospd of peace (Christ as our peace) create
a readiness and willingness within us. It is our
motivations which are dealt with here. Christ as
our peace motivates us and makes us ready to face
life.

But the helmet is designed for the head, for the
intelligence, the mind. If we follow through consis-
tently in our application of these pieces, we will
discover that thisis something Christ isdoing in us,
and through us, in the world. This helmet can keep
our thinking straight and preserve us from mental
confusion and darkness.

Stop a minute here.

I would like to ask you this: Asyou look at the
world in which we are living, is there anything
more desperately needed than this? Is there any-
thing which could possibly be more relevant to the
situation in which we find ourselves than this factor
which will keep us thinking straight? Was there
ever a time when men were more frankly bewil-
dered than they are in our day, or when statesmen
were more openly confused and honestly admitting
it? The intelligentsia confess being utterly baffled
in dealing with the problems with which human
society is confronted.

A woman sad to me last week, “I don’'t know
what to believe about Vietnam. | don’t know how
to determine whether we should be there or not. |
just don’t know what to believe.”

Her uncertainty and bewilderment are echoed
by millions today. Even those who take sides on
these issues do so largely for emotional reasons.
They are unable to give clear, logical arguments as
to why they believe what they do. And what about
the other issues of our day — birth contral, race re-
lations, crime and delinquency, moral decay, dis-
armament, and teeming misery of our vast city
dums? The mind is smply staggered by the com-
plexities and insolubilities of the problems which
face human lives. No wonder H. G. Wells wrote at
the close of World War II:

Quite apart from any bodily depression, the
spectacle of evil in the world — the wanton
destruction of homes, the ruthless hounding of
decent folk into exile, the bombings of open
cities, the cold-blooded massacres and mutila-

tions of children and defenseless gentle folk,
the rapes and filthy humiliations, and above
al, the return of deliberate and organized
torture, mental torment and fear, to a world
from which such things had seemed well-nigh
banished — al these have come near to
breaking my spirit altogether.

He went on from that point to write his last
book, Mind At the End of Its Tether.

Listen to this startling statement by George
Bernard Shaw, renowned in the world as a free-
thinker and libera philosopher. In his last writings

he says:

The science to which | pinned my faith is
bankrupt. Its counsels, which should have
established the millennium, led instead di-
rectly to the suicide of Europe. | believed
them once. In their name | helped to destroy
the faith of millions of worshippers in the
temples of a thousand creeds. And now they
look at me and witness the great tragedy of an
atheist who has lost his faith.

What a revealing confession of mental confu-
sion and darkness by some of the great leaders of
thought in our day! There is no protection in the
world for the mind.

But the Chrigtian has the helmet of salvation.
What is this helmet, this protection, which keeps
our thinking straight in the midst of avery confused
world? Paul answersin one word — it is the helmet
of satisfaction. He is not talking about the salva-
tion of the soul. Heis not referring to salvation as
regeneration or converson. In other words, he is
not looking back at al. He is not speaking of sal-
vation as a past decision which was once made, or
even as a present experience, but he is looking on
to the future. Heistalking about a salvation which
will be a future event. It is exactly what he is re-
ferring to in Romans, the 13th chapter, when he
says, “Now is our salvation nearer than when we
first believed,” { Rom 13:11KJV}.

This helmet is further defined for us by the
apodtle in his first letter to the Thessalonians, in
Chapter 5:

But since we belong to the day [i.e, we
Christiang], let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a hel-
met the hope of salvation. {1 Th 5:8 RSV}
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Here, salvation is a hope, something yet in the
future, something as yet not possessed or entered
into fully. This future tense of salvation is de-
scribed for us in a number of passages, but very
plainly and fully in Romans 8:18-25, and especialy
in Verses 22-25:

We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in travail together until now, and
not only the creation, but we our selves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan in-
wardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved. Now hopethat is seen isnot
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience. {Rom 8:22-25 RSV}

Paul is talking about the day of resurrection,
the day of the coming again of Christ, the day when
creation will be ddivered from its bondage, when
Christ returns to establish his kingdom. This hel-
met, therefore, is the recognition that al human
schemes to obtain world peace and harmony are
doomed to fail. But, through these failures, Jesus
Christ is working out his own plan which will
culminate in his appearing again and the establish-
ment of his own reign in righteousness on the earth.
That is the helmet of salvation which will keep your
thinking straight in the hour of man’s utter confu-
sion and darkness.

The principle of God’'s working is declared
over and over again in Scripture. It is written for
al to read. “No flesh,” God says, “shal glory in
my presence,” {cf, 1 Cor 1:29 KJV}. In other
words, nothing that man can boast of shal con-
tribute one iota to the final solution of the human
dilemma Itisal of God. He will establish it and
nothing that man does, as man, contributes one
thing to this. Not al of human wisdom, not al our
vaunted knowledge, or our scientific discoveries
will contribute one thing to the ultimate solution.
According to the record of Scripture, all that man
boasts in shal crumble into dust, and those things
which can be shaken shall be shaken, and only
“those which cannot be shaken shall remain,” {Heb
12:27 KIV}. Those are the things of God. No
flesh shall glory in his presence.

But that is not the whole idea. Do not stop
there. If you do, you will be guilty of the extrem-
ism by which the devil keeps us off balance and
eccentric in our thinking. God is working through

these events of history, but he is working out his
purposes on a basis totally different from the aims
and goals of men. That is the helmet of salvation.
Therefore, Chrigtians are not to be taken in by the
unreal and groundless expectations of the world,
nor are they to withdraw from these and isolate
themselves. Christians are to be involved in what
isgoing on in the world for wholly different reasons
than the worlding has:

Christians are to be involved in order to
accomplish God's desire to confront men
everywhere, a every leve, in dl enter-
prises of life, with the good news of God's
salvation in Jesus Christ.

If we see that, it will save so much heartache, de-
lusion, disappointment, and confusion as you read
your daily newspaper. Nothing could be more im-
portant than this.

Why is it that thoughtful minds like
H. G. Wells and George Bernard Shaw and others
are smply staggered and bewildered by what they
find in life? It is because they pinned their hopes
on wholly unstable, unredlistic resources. As the
Dean of Melbourne wrote concerning H. G. Wells:

He hailed science as a panacea for al ills and
the goddess of knowledge and power. In a
series of popular scientific romances he
visualized the luminous Shape of Things to
Come. In The Food of the Gods he described
afuture of bigger and better men. He spoke of
a planned world, of eugenics, of mechanized
labor, of scientific diet and scientific educa-
tion.

How much we till hear these phrases tossed about
in our own day! But al of thisfails. These think-
ers built their grandiose dreams on a cloud, a cob-
web, a shifting, shimmering illuson. And when the
illuson changed shape, as al illusions eventualy
must, then their castles in the clouds came tumbling
down. That has been the repeated pattern of his-
tory for twenty or more centuries — men building
upon shifting, ephemeral, temporary things, instead
of on the unshakable things which aways remain to
which the Scriptures give testimony.

So the Christian has a helmet of salvation. He
has a hope for the future. He has an understanding
that God is working out his purposes and therefore
he is not disturbed when human programs go
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wrong and everything fails — when the New Dedl,
and the Fair Deal, and the Great Society, and al
the other fancy names for human progress end up
in the same old place — time after time after time.
The Christian has learned to expect wars and ru-
mors of wars unto the very end. He expects false
teachings and false philosophies and cults and
heresies to abound. Heistold all this will happen.
It is part of the program, part of the total overall
plan and purpose and moving of God in history.
The Christian knows that wars are unavoidable,
even though every effort should be made to avoid
them, and that there is no contradiction in this. The
Christian knows that war is madness, that nothing
isreally solved by war. But he knows aso that we
are living in a mad world, aworld which is deluded
by silken, subtle, satanic lies which are deliberately
designed to end up in the mangling and mutilating
of the bodies and souls of men.

Therefore, when he sees things happening as
they are happening in Vietnam these days, he
knows that it is unrealistic to expect to stop al this
by passing certain legidation, or declaring certain
principles, or sitting down to negotiate at a peace
table. The world is in such a state and condition
that the Christian knows that the innocent and the
weak will suffer, and nothing much can be done
about it a times. The blame lies squarely on the
stubborn refusal of men everywhere to believe the
true nature of the problem and the remedy that
God's love has fully provided. The Christian
knows that demonic forces can rise and possess the
world from time to time, and will do so, and every
human scheme to control these will ultimately fail.

What shall we do, then?
Shall we withdraw from life?

Shall we give ourselves to building our own
little airtight capsule of life and look forward to
retirement?

Shall we rise up and fight the United Nations
or let the world go to hell? God forgive us, this
too often has been the answer of Christians
these days.

The helmet of hope not only tells us that these
things are happening and will happen, but that a

certain, sure salvation is coming, and that it is even
now at work. Thisis what we need to know. Not
merely that it will finaly end right, but that the
ending is being worked out now! History is not a
meaningless jumble but a controlled pattern, and
the Lord Jesus Christ is himsalf the one who is di-
recting these events. He is the Lord of history.
God is at work in the selfsame events that we look
at with such horror and confusion.

We cannot identify ourselves with al the meth-
ods of the worldlings or even with al their aims,
but we can identify ourselves with their persons.
We do not need to join their causes, but we need to
listen to them and to show ourselves concerned
about them as people. We can be their friend with-
out joining causes, and, if they balk at that, the
choice is theirs and not ours. Jesus said, “The ser-
vant is not greater than his master. If they have
received me they will receive you aso, and if they
hate me they will hate you,” {cf, John 15:20}. We
can expect both reactions as we try to involve our-
selves in life around us, not in order to advance
these hopeless causes, but rather to interest and
concern ourselves with the people involved.

There are dso may causes that the Christian
can join. There are ams which he can wholeheart-
edly endorse. Christians are aways to be humani-
tarian — helping the weak, ministering to the sick,
helping those who are old, and in prison, or bur-
dened in any way. The Christian should always be
ready to further good government, because gov-
ernment is of God. Even the worst of governments
has, nevertheless, a basic commitment and relation-
ship to God. “The powers that be are ordained of
God” {Rom 13:1b KJV}, the Scripture says.
Therefore the Christian ought to be ready to ale-
viate social evil and to further understanding be-
tween countries if he can. Read the injunctions of
Scripture. “Honor al men,” {1 Pet 2:17 }. “Do
good to al,” {cf, 1 Pet 3:11}. “Honor the king,”
{1 Pet 2:17}. “Obey your masters,” {cf, Col
3:22}. “Provide things honest before all men,”
{Rom 12:17 KJV}. *“Feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, heal the sick,” {cf, Matt 10:8, Luke 10:9}.
These are practical exhortations.

Look at the life of the Lord Jesus himself.

Many are asking today, “Would Jesus have
joined the Vietnam Day Committee if he had been
here?’ or “Where would he have been during the
Berkeley riots?” The answer is perfectly predict-
able. He would not have joined any committee, just
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as he joined no social movement in his own day —
and there were plenty of them existing then — but he
would have been the friend to any who sincerely,
even though mistakenly, were seeking to do good.
He would have been the angry, vocal foe of any
who were hypocriticaly using a cause to advance
their own purposes, or to dirty and defile the minds
and hearts of others. As he stood before Pilate,
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world,”
{John 18:36 KJV}. That is, “I am no threat to
you, Pilate. My kingdom is not of thisworld. | am
not involved in any political maneuverings that you
think might be athreat to your position.” Neverthe-
less, he was known everywhere as the friend of sin-
ners.

All this is possible only if we put on, as a hel-
met, the hope of salvation. One of the great rea-
sons the church is so confused in this day, and
saying <o little to the world of true significance, is
because it has laid aside, by and large, the hope of
the coming of the Lord. There are very few ser-
mons preached on it, very little is said about it.
There is no time given to a consideration of what it
means, and why it is set forth so frequently, and so
clearly, in the Scriptures. Great sections of the
Scriptures that deal with this matter are smply ig-
nored among Chrigtians. As a result, our thinking
is muddled and confused. The church does not
know which side to take or where to stand. It has
nothing to say, or, a bed, it gives an uncertain
sound which calls no one to battle and encourages
no heart.

We are to remind ourselves frequently of the
coming of the Lord.

How many times did he say, “Watch! Watch
therefore. That you may be ready for that hour,”
{Matt 24:42, 25:13}. We mugt live daily in its
hope and anticipation. The battle is not ours. This
is not merely a private fight we are engaged in. We
have been talking about this great struggle against
the devil and his angels, against the principalities
and powers, againgt the wiles of the devil, as
though it were primarily a private fight. It does
come down to that at last. It meets us right where
we live —in our homes, our offices, our relationship
with our fellow human beings everywhere we turn
— but it is not only that, and it is aways good to
remember the fact. The battle is not ours, but the
Lord's. We are individua units fighting in a great
army. The ultimate cause is sure and the end is
certain. We do not need to be troubled by all the

things happening on the face of the earth, for our
Conqueror has adready won. Though we may be
hard pressed in our immediate realm in this battle,
the cause is never in doubt. The end is absolutely
certain, the outcome is sure, the battle is the
Lord's. Itisnot, finaly, and ultimately, a struggle
between us and the devil, but a struggle between
Christ and Satan, and the outcome is completely
sure!

Remember this!

When you pick up your newspapers and read
frightening accounts of things which are happening,
the destruction of mora principles which have sup-
ported and strengthened this nation for decades,
remember that God has said that science will never
succeed in working out human problems, and that
statesmen will never succeed in producing the
Great Society upon this earth. It is not wrong to
try, but every Christian knows they will never suc-
ceed, that human knowledge will contribute noth-
ing, absolutely nothing, to the glorious age which is
to come at last upon the earth. But remember also
that God is always at work in human life and in
society. He is at work through his Body, to heal
and to help, to love and to suffer, until that morning
without clouds shall dawn, and the day break, and
every shadow flee away.

Are you frightened by world prospects? Let
me tell you this: It is going to get much worse!
Jesus said men's hearts snal fail them for fear of
looking after the things that are coming to pass on
the face of the earth. If you think it is hard to stand
now, if these things throw you for a loss now, what
will it be when the darkness increases, and the
cause looks hopeless, and things get very much
worse? That is the hour when we desperately must
have the hope of salvation, the helmet to protect the
mind.

The writer of Hebrews says, “We do not yet
see al things in subjection to man, but we see Je-
sus!” {cf, Heb 2:8-9}. It isthat which sustains the
mind in al hours of pressure.

Here in this favored land of ours we have so
much for which we can give thanks. God in grace
has granted that we might be relatively free from so
much that bothers and distresses others. But there
are great areas of the world already where faith is
not permitted to be expressed openly like this,
where the darkness is far greater than here, where
the forces of wrong seem to be striding in unop-
posed triumph through the land, and nothing seems
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to stand in their way. What do Christians do in
those places? They have only one thing they can do
— they must put on the helmet of the hope of salva-
tion. This will keep their thinking straight. It di-
rects them in the causes to which they give them-
selves. It gives them advice and counsd as to
where they should put their efforts and in what they
should make investments of time and money and
enterprise.

It can do the same for us. We need not suc-
cumb to the delusion of the world — that redemp-
tion, salvation, and the working out of all human
problems by the application of human intelligence
is just beyond the horizon, in a little while now, if
we can just get over into the new era, everything
will be all right. How long has the world grasped
at that futile dream? Read the ancient writings of
the Greek philosophers and you will see they were
saying the same things then. Asfar back as human
history goes, men have ever been grasping after this
illusive hope that something can be worked out
here. But God has never said that. Consistently,
throughout the Scriptures, he has said that man in
his fallen condition is unable, absolutely and totally
unable, to work out his prablems. “When the
strong man armed keeps his palace, his goods are

a peace,” {cf, Luke 11:21}. Thereis no threat to
his kingdom from within; there cannot be. We are
shut up to the salvation of God. But in the strength
of that hope we can keep our minds and our hearts
cam and undisturbed in the day of battle, in the
day of darkness.

Prayer:

Father, thank you for this reassuring word.
We know that things are not nearly as bad
as they could be, or even perhaps as they
shal be. But we thank you for the con-
stant assurance you give to us that even
when they get worse they are in your con-
trol, that nothing can come which you do
not permit, nothing can happen which is
not aready anticipated and worked out,
that the battle isthe Lord’s. Thank you for
the certainty that we stand in the power of
God and in the strength of his might, and
that our hope is not in the flimsy construc-
tions of men but in the eternal purposes of
aliving God. Thank you for this encour-
agement to our hearts today. In Christ's
name, Amen.
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We are now engaged in examining Paul’s great
exhortation to the Ephesians to be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his might. We, as they
were, are involved in the struggle and conflict
which comes from contention with the principalities
and powers and the wicked spirits in high places,
the world rulers of this present darkness. In Verses
14-17 of the sixth chapter, the apostle focuses on
the armor of God:

Stand therefore, having girded your loins
with truth, and having put on the breast-
plate of righteousness, and having shod
your feet with the equipment of the gospel
of peace; above all taking the shield of
faith, with which you can quench all the
flaming darts of the evil one. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which istheword of God. {Eph 6:14-
17 RSV}

This armor defends us under attack and makes
it possible for us to stand in an evil day. How ac-
curately the apostle describes our experience —
continually facing evil days, days in which every-
thing seems to go wrong, when trouble comes,
tragedy strikes, difficulties occur, or discourage-
ment sets in, and we wonder what is happening in
the world and in our personal lives.

We have looked at the specific form in which
this attack occurs. We have noted the source of it,
and the ubiquity of it. It comes from every side and
in every waking moment of our lives. Alwaysitis
an attempt to derail our Christian faith, to upset
our lives, to destroy our morae, to defeat our
hopes, and deny our claims. This conflict is expe-
rienced by men everywhere; it is not unique to
Christians. But it is only the Christian who isin a
place to fight back.

As Christians we are delivered by Christ from
the unconscious control of Satan and are thus able
to resist the attack of the devil, to fight back, and to
overcome. The Christian does this by putting on
the armor of God.

This passage addresses itsdlf to us in a figura-
tive way, but it is speaking of very redlistic things
which | hope we have captured in this series. We
have aready seen that the armor is Christ: Christ
Jesus made available to us day by day. The first
three pieces of this armor pictures Christ as the
truth, i.e., the basic secret to life, the ground of
reality; then Christ as our righteousness, the One
on whose merits we stand before God and are ac-
cepted; and Christ as our peace, the source of our
morale, of our inner strength, of that which gives
purpose to life. All thisisfulfillment of our Lord’'s
words, “you in me,” {John 14:20b}. Then the last
three pieces of this armor set forth the truth of “I in
you’ {John 14:20c} — Christ appropriated and
applied to life. We looked at the shield of faith,
which involves applying genera truth to specific
situations, i.e., acting upon our belief. Nothing can
be done without faith. God's power is made avail-
able only in faith. Then we looked at the helmet of
hope, which is to use the fact of the return of Jesus
Christ as a guide in evaluating the worth of move-
ments in our own day, a guide to where history is
going, what is happening, and where it will all
come out.

Now we come to the last of these pieces of the
armor of the Christian — “the sword of the Spirit,
which isthe word of God.”

The first thing we must say immediately about
it isthat, again, thisis Christ. Christ isour life, if
we are Christians at al, but this is Christ made
available to us in practical ways through the say-
ings of his Word. | think it is very important to
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stress this. 1t is so easy to be Christians in general,
but not in specifics. It is so very easy to have a
vague sense of following Christ, but not know ex-
actly, in specific terms, what this means. But that
is why the Word of God has been given to us, for it
is that which makes Christianity manageable.

Christian truth as a whole is more than we can
handle. It has to be broken down into manageable
pieces. Thisiswhat the Word of God does.

In writing to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul
says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
as you teach and admonish one another in al wis-
dom, and as you sing psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to
God,” {Col 3:16 RSV}. By this he is indicating
that the authority of Jesus Christ and the authority
of the Scripture are one and the same. There are
many today who chalenge this. There are many
voices which tell us that as Christians we must
follow Christ and accept the authority of Chrigt,
but we need not accept the authority of the Bible.
But Paul answers that one by calling the Scriptures
“the word of Christ.” You cannot separate the two.

Once | attended a meeting of ministers in Palo
Alto. We were listening to a Stanford professor,
who is a Christian, read a very excellent and help-
ful paper on “Science and the Christian Faith.”
After he had finished, certain questions were ad-
dressed to him by members of the group. One man
said, “Sir, | can accept the Bible as a witness of
certain men to what they thought of Jesus Christ.
But you seem to go further. You have used the
word ‘inspired’ on severa occasions in your paper,
and this seems to suggest that in your opinion the
Bible is more than the views of men, that it has di-
vine authority. Isthistrue? The Christian profes-
sor made a very wise answer. He said, “My an-
swer may sound to you very much like Sunday
school propaganda, but | can only put it this way:
The center of my lifeis Jesus Christ. | have found
him to be the key to everything | desirein life. And
yet | could know nothing about Christ if | did not
learn it from the Bible. The Bible presents Christ,
and Christ defines the Bible. How can | make a
distinction?” With considerable embarrassment,
the questioner threw up his hands and changed the
subject.

The authority of Scripture is the authority of
Jesus Christ. They are indivisible. To attempt to
distinguish the two is like asking which blade of a
pair of scissorsis more important, or which leg of a

pair of pantsis more necessary. We know Christ
through the Bible, and we understand the Bible
through the knowledge of Christ. The two cannot
be separated. That is why Paul cdls it “the word
of Christ.”

Now, in the phrase, “the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God,” it is important to see
that it is not the complete Bible which is referred to
by the phrase, “the word of God.” Let us do a
little donkey work, if you will permit me. There
are two words used in Scripture for “the word of
God.” There is the familiar word, logos, which is
used in the opening verse of John's Gospel: “In the
beginning was the Word (Logos), and the Logos
was with God, and the Logos was God,” {John
1:1}. Then there is another word, used less fre-
quently, rhema, which is somewhat different in
meaning. Logos refers to the total utterance of
God, the complete revelation of what God has said.
Hrema means a specific saying of God, a passage
or a verse which has specia application to an im-
mediate situation; to use a modern term, it is the
Word of God used existentially, i.e., applied to ex-
perience, to our existence.

Hrema is the word used here. The “sword of
the Spirit” isthe saying of God applied to a specific
situation. This is the great weapon placed in the
hands of a believer. Perhaps all of us have had
some experience with this. We have all read pas-
sages of Scripture when the words suddenly seemed
to come dive, take on flesh and bones, and leap out
of the page a us, or grow eyes that follow us
around everywhere we go, or develop a voice that
echoes in our ears until we cannot get away from it.
We have had this experience:

Perhaps in some moment of temptation or
doubt, when we were assailed by what Paul
cals here “the flaming darts of the evil one.”
But it has been answered immediately by a
passage of Scripture which flashed to mind,
something we had not been thinking of at al,
but which supplied the needed answer.

Or perhaps we have been asked a question, and
for amoment it has caught us off guard; we did
not know how to answer and were about to say,
“l don't know,” when suddenly we had a mo-
ment of illumination and a word of Scripture
came to mind, and we saw what the answer
was.
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Perhaps this experience has come while sitting
in a meeting where some passage has come
home to our heart with strange and powerful
effect upon us. We have been greatly moved,
and, in that moment, we made a deep, perma
nent decision.

All this is the hrema of God, the sayings of
God which strike home like arrows to the heart.
That iswhy thisis called “the sword of the Spirit,”
because it is not only originated by him as the
author of the Word, but it is aso recalled to mind
by the Spirit and made powerful by him in our
lives. It is his answer to the attack of the devil,
who comes to discourage us, defeat us, lure us
aside, deceive us, misguide us, or midead us in
some way — but then a word comes to mind in-
stantly. Thisisthe sword of the Spirit.

Asasword, it is useful both for defense and for
offense. This, by the way, is the only part of the
armor designed for offense. It both defends and
protects us, but also pierces other hearts and de-
stroys the lies of the devil in others besides our-
selves. Thisisits great effect. It isthe only proper
defense the Chrigtian has. He is to proclam the
truth. He does not need to defend it. He does not
need to support it with long and extensive argu-
ments. There is a place for that, but not in an en-
counter with those who disbelieve. He is to pro-
claim it, simply to declare it. As Scripture saysin
Hebrews 4:12:

For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing to the division of soul and spirit, of
joints and marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. {Heb
4:12 RSV}

It gets below reason, and pierces the armor that
has been erected againg it, and comes home to the
heart. Thusit has power in itself.

It is this offensive qudity which explains why
the Bible is so continuousy under attack. For
centuries the enemies of the gospdl, prompted by
the devil, have been seeking to destroy the Bible, if
not its actual existence, as they have at certain
times, they seek at least to destroy its significance.
This is what we are facing in our own day. With
very clever words and subtle arguments, the devil

spesks through men of prominence and intelligence
to destroy the testimony of the Scriptures. This
does not mean that the men themselves are neces-
sarily hypocritical. It is not that they are being de-
liberately and knowingly destructive. Many of
them are sincerely attempting to be what they may
describe as “honest to God.” But the evidence that
this is a satanic attack upon the Bible, and that
their thinking has a satanic bias, is seen in the spe-
cific target of these attacks. They are aways an
attack upon the historic genuineness of the biblical
record. By that you can tell where they originate.
They are attempts to reject the supernatural charac-
ter of the biblical accounts, the intrusion into our
commonplace realm of space and time of that in-
visible realm which the Bible calls the kingdom of
God. Thisiswhat they didike, and the aim of their
attacks is always to make the Bible appear in-
credible or unreliable, so no one will bother to read
it. They desire to create such false images of the
biblical records that no one will take them seri-
oudly.

These speakers and professors and doctors of
theology claim to be theologians and Bible schol-
ars, but they betray the Scriptures with the kiss of
Judas and misead millions. The man am, of
course, is to keep people from reading the Bible,
from seriously and thoughtfully reading the Scrip-
tures. For, of course, al that is needed to answer
these pretentious claims is smply to read these ac-
counts in a thoughtful and serious way.

Let me illustrate this with the Christmas story.
Nothing is more basic and central to the Christian
message than the story of the way the infinite God
became a babe in a manger, and was welcomed
with the angel’ s song, a brilliant star, the coming of
the shepherds and wise men. We love the smple
beauty of this ancient story. This simple story
transforms the world, at least outwardly, for a brief
time every year, and has for twenty centuries. But
now listen to the way the false prophets of our day
treat this story. Here is a quotation from the well-
known book by Bishop Robinson, Honest To God:

Suppose the whole notion of a God who visits
the earth in the person of his Son is as mythi-
cal as the prince in the fairy story. Suppose
there is no realm ‘out there’ from which the
man from heaven arrives. Suppose the
Christmas myth (the invasion of this side by
the other side), as opposed to the Christmas
story (the birth of the man, Jesus of Nazareth),
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has to go. Are we prepared for that? Or are
we to cling here to this last vestige of the
mythological or metaphysical world view as
the only garb in which to clothe the story with
the power to touch the imagination? Cannot
perhaps the supernaturalist scheme survive at
least as part of the ‘magic’ of Christmas?

Then he goes on to say, “yes, it may survive,
but it survives only as a myth,” i.e, as a pretty
story which indicates importance and captures the
attention. Then he adds:

But we must be able to read the Nativity story
without assuming that its truth depends on
there being a literal interpretation of the natu-
ral by the supernatural, that Jesus can only be
‘Imannuel’ ‘God with us' if, as it were, he
comes through from another world. For as
supernaturalism becomes less and less credi-
ble, to tie the action of God to such a way of
thinking is to banish it for increasing numbers
into the preserve of pagan myths and thereby
to sever it from any real connection with his-
tory. As Christmas becomes a pretty story,
naturalism is left in possession of the field as
the only aternative with any claim to the al-
legiance of intelligent men.

Notice, there is no attempt at all (and there is
none throughout the book), to disprove the super-
natura claims of the biblical story — they are
merely dismissed with awave of the hand. Scorniis
heaped upon them and they are regarded as unwor-
thy of modern intelligence. The implication is clear
that any who believein this story are in aclass with
those who still believe in a flat earth or are like
children who still believe in fairies. The reason for
this, of course, is that any acceptance of this as an
historical fact so grounds this story in history that
its implications cannot be shaken asde. We must
face it as an incontrovertible event that can only be
explained by the explanation which Scripture gives:
The need of men, in their lost condition, for an in-
vasion of God in order that he might accomplish a
work of redemption at great cost to himsef and
thus set men free.

What is the answer to these fase claims?
Well, simply read the Scriptura accounts. Read
the Christmas story as told by Matthew and Luke.
As you read the familiar tale, see how artlesdy,
how smply it is presented, how uncontrived the
record is. There is no attempt to garnish it or to

bolster it with arguments or theological explana-
tions. There is just the smple narrative of what
happened to a couple on their way to Bethlehem,
what occurred when they arrived there, and what
happened in the immediate days following. When
that story is set in place in the total narrative of the
Bible, how fitting it is, how natural, how unforced.
As G. Campbell Morgan so beautifully put it, “The
song of the angels to sighing humanity is the be-
ginning of the infinite mystery of an incarnate God.
From that simple story al light is streaming, al
hope is flaming, al songs are coming.” Wedey
captures this beautifully in his hymn:

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead seg;
Hail the Incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

We need only remember that this smple, un-
complicated story was widely accepted and widely
proclaimed in the first century. Along with the ac-
count of the cross and the resurrection, this story
has changed the world.

No Christian in the Scripture ever denies it.
No apostle, or even Jesus himsalf, ever questions
these events, ever suggests that these did not take
place exactly as recorded. And the stories were
well-known in their day.

In other words, this account reflects the inher-
ent ability of truth, smply told, to compel belief,
without artificial support. As we read the account,
it wins the submission of our reason, it appeals to
the love of the heart, it compels the obedience of
the will. To regect it, therefore, is to violate our
basic humanity. This is why John declares in a
letter written toward the close of the first century
that this story is one of the tests of false teachers,
that if someone denies the incarnation and says Je-
sus did not come in the flesh, he is satanicaly in-
spired and is an antichrist.

This is the purpose of these “sayings of God.”
They are a sword of the Spirit to defend against
that which would undermine and attack ultimate
authority.

Looking back in my own life, | am aware of
many times when this sword of the Spirit has saved
me from error and delusion of some kind or other:
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As a young Chrigtian, | was stopped at the
edge of disobedience many times when some
temptation seemed so logical, so reasonable, so
widely practiced that | was alured by it. | was
often arrested by aword | had memorized as a
young Christian and which has come to me
many times since. It is in the book of Prov-
erbs; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not to your own understanding,” {cf,
Prov 3:5}. It is so easy to think that because
something looks so logical to us it must be
logical. But thisfails to recognize the fact that
we are easily deceived. We are not the rational
creatures we love to think we are. There is
much illusion and delusion in our world and we
are not intelligent enough to see through these
phantasmata, these lies. Therefore the word
comes, “Trust in the Lord with al your heart”
— believing the truth as it is revedled, and “lean
not to your own understanding.”

Sometimes a sword of the Spirit has been
placed in my hand, not before defeat, but right
in the midst of it, or right afterward. It has
thus become the means of preventing any pain-
ful recurrences. | remember when aword from
James came home to me with unusua power
after a very violent and nasty display of temper
on my pat. A verse came flashing into my
mind which | had read in the letter of James,
“The anger of man does not work the right-
eousness of God,” {Jas 1:20 RSV}. That ar-
rested me. | thought, here | am, claiming to be
interested in working the righteousness of God,
and what am | doing? Losing my temper,
flaring up a someone, and then thinking | am
accomplishing what God has sent me to do.
That verse stopped me then and has been a help
ever since.

| remember when my heart was once pierced
with another word from the book of Proverbs:
“Only by pride comes contention,” {cf, Prov
13:10 KJV}. When we get involved in conten-
tions and strifes with one another it is so easy
to blame the other fellow. “He started it!” One
day one of my nephews and my daughter were
fighting and | asked them, “Who started this?’
And the boy said, “She did. She hit me back.”
This is so human, is it not? Ah, but the Word
says, “Only by pride comes contention.”

Where there is strife and contention there is
pride at work and both parties are usually
guilty of it.

As ayoung Christian | recall how the powerful
lure to sexual misbehavior which exists in this
world was frequently dispelled in my thinking
by the remembrance, the sudden flashing recol-
lection of that word in Ephesians 5: “Let no
man deceive you with empty words [and that is
exactly what they try to do] that the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience”
{Eph 5:6 RSV}. This arrested me when | first
heard it. Later, when | came to understand
more fully what the wrath of God means — that
it is not a lightning bolt from heaven or an auto
accident or something like that, but rather it is
the certain disintegration of life, the dehumaniz-
ing, the brutalization of life which comes when
one gives way to these kinds of things — it took
on even more power in my life.

Severa years ago there was a man who came
to me every week for over a year. He was in the
grip of a terrible depression of spirit, an utter
desolation of mind. | have never met such alonely,
miserable outcast of a man. He shut himself away
from everyone. His liberation began by repeatedly
praying one single phrase of Scripture — al the
Scripture he could, in faith, lay hold of. Everything
else | tried to point out to him he would reject. But
one phrase stuck with him and he prayed it again
and again: “Not my will but thine be done.” At
last, owly, like the sun coming up, the light began
to come, and you could see the change in his life.
Today heisliving anormal, freelife, set free by the
saying of God — “the sword of the Spirit which is
the saying of God.”

Obvioudly, the greater exposure there is to
Scripture, the more the Spirit can use this mighty
sword in our lives. If you never read or study your
Bible, you are terribly exposed to defeat and de-
spair. You have no defense, you have nothing to
put up against these forces that are at work.

Therefore, read your Bible regularly. Read all
of Scripture, for each section has a special purpose.
The Christian who neglects the reading of the
Scripturesisin direct disobedience to the will of the
Lord.

The Lord Jesus said, “It is they [the Scriptures)
that bear witness to me,” (John 5:39). This is the
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way you come to know Christ. There is no way
apart from the Scriptures. And there is no way to
come into full maturity as a Christian apart from
the Scriptures.

Finally, what is the responsibility of the Chris-
tian when the Spirit places one of these sayings in
your mind on some appropriate occasion? What
are you to do? The apostle says, take it! Heed it!
Obey it! Do not reject it or treat it lightly. Take it
serioudly. The Spirit of God has brought it to mind
for a purpose; therefore give heed to it, obey it.

Now, one word of caution is needed here. We
are also to compare Scripture with Scripture. This
is a very important matter, for remember, the devil
can quote Scripture as well — as he did on one oc-
casion with the Lord. But the quotation of the
Scripture by the devil is never balanced. The
sword of the Spirit in the devil’s hands is an un-
couth weapon, out of balance, eccentric.

Remember how Jesus himself gave us a great
example of this when the devil came to tempt him
in the wilderness. Satan said to Jesus, “If thou be
the Son of God, turn these stones into bread,” {cf,
Matt 4:3, Luke 4:3 KIV}. Jesus immediately met
him with the sword of the Spirit. He said, “It is
written, ‘Man shal not live by bread aone’”
{Matt 4:4, Luke 4:4}. That is, my physical lifeis
not the highest part of my being. | do not have to
sustain that, but | do have to sustain my relation-
ship with God. That is the important thing. “Man
shal not live by bread aone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God,” {Matt 4:4
RSV}.

Then the devil tried a new tack. He came to
him and said, “Oh well, if you are going to quote
Scripture, | can quote it too. Thereisaversein the
Psalms, you know, that saysif you get yourself into
a dangerous position God will send his angels to
uphold you.” Taking Jesusto the top of the temple,
he said, “Cast yourself from this height and all the
crowd around will see and know that you are the
Son of God. If you are the Son of God, cast your-
self down, for it iswritten, ‘He shall give his angels
charge over thee to keep thee from al harm, lest
thou dash thy foot against a stone,’” {cf, Luke 4:9-
11 KJv}. But Jesus knew how to handle the devil.
Jesus said, “It is written again...” | urge you to
take note of this: “It is written again...” It is not
enough to have someone quote a verse of Scripture
to you, or to have one come flashing into your
mind. Compare it. It isin baance? Isit held in

relationship to other truth in the Word of God? “It
is written again, you shall not tempt the Lord your
God,” {cf, Luke 4:12}. It isthisword which deliv-
ered Jesusin that hour.

Then, you remember, the devil took him up and
showed him al the kingdoms of the world and said,
“All this shall be yours if you fal down and wor-
ship me,” {cf, Matt 4:9}. And again our Lord an-
swered him with the sword of the Spirit: “It is
written, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and
him only shalt thou serve,” {cf, Matt 4:10}. Then,
the account says, the devil left him. Thisis aways
what happens. He is put to rout by the sword of
the Spirit. Thisis the sword which is placed in our
hands.

This is the last piece of the Christian’s armor.
Here is the Christian's complete armor: You in
Christ, and Christ in you — Christ, demonstrated as
truth and experienced as righteousness and peace;
and Christ, appropriated by faith and applied to life
through the hope of salvation and the sayings of
God. Thisisall you need. With this you can take
anything life can throw at you. You do not need
tranquilizers or expensive psychiatric treatments.
You may need some physical therapy now and
again — the Word of God has nothing against that —
but you will not need al the remedies science has
now made available to give us a chemical bolster-
ing in the hour of anxiety or fear. You have the
armor of God —if you are a Christian.

If you are not a Christian there is no help for
you. The place to begin is to become a Christian.
The Word of God has no comfort to give to those
who are not Christians. It has nothing to say to
support or encourage someone who is not a Chris-
tian. The only way to escape from the allurements
and deceitfulness of the enemy is to become a
Christian. You must be delivered by the work of
Jesus Christ from the kingdom of Satan into the
kingdom of God. Then you can put on the armor
of God.

Think it through. Become familiar with this
armor.

Learn how to use it, and then actualy use it
when you are under attack.

Practice going through this when you feel
yourself under attack from Satan.
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Like asoldier in battle, put it to work.

What good is armor is it rusts unused in a
closet? No wonder Christians are constantly fail-
ing. Though they may have the armor of God, they
do not employ it. If you fedl yourself growing cold
or lukewarm, you are under attack from the wiles
of the devil. If you find yourself depressed or dis-
couraged, or are bothered with doubts, fears, and
anxieties, or if you fed the lure of lusts, the crush
of pain, or the numbness of disappointment — what
shall you do? Systematically, thoughtfully, delib-
erately, repeatedly, go through these steps.

Think through this armor of God.

Do not give up if no immediate change occurs.
We are so brainwashed these days into wanting
quick results, immediate relief, instant deliverance.
But the attack may be prolonged, and there are not
always quick results. Thisiswhy the apostle says,
“Having done all, stand.” Thisisall —stand!

| want to say more about this in another mes-
sage. But victory issureif you persevere. You are

doing the right thing; now keep on doing it. Do not
give up, it isonly a matter of time. For the word of
the promise is sure: “Resist the devil and he will
flee from you.”

And while you are waiting there is one more
thing you can do. It isnot in the nature of effort so
much as in the character of release, relief, help in
the midst of this pressure. You can pray.

We shdll start there next time: “Pray at all
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplica
tion.”

Prayer:

Our Father, what practical import there is
in these matters. How helpful thisword is
in the midst of our pressures, our discour-
agements, and our tendencies to defest.
Grant to us, Lord, that we will take them
seriously and apply this great armor that is
given to us in Jesus Christ and thus learn
how full and rich and exciting life can be
as a Christian, lived in your strength. For
we ask in your name, Amen.
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Advice when Attacked

by Ray C. Stedman

We are drawing near the close of our study in
Paul’s great exhortation found in Chapter 6 of
Ephesians, beginning with these wordsin Verse 10:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. {Eph
6:10-11 RSV}

Though we have developed this in some detall
in these studies, we have been following a very
simple, basic approach:

We looked first at the struggle, the conflict
against what Paul cals, “the world rulers of this
present darkness’ {Eph 6:12 RSV}, as suggesting
to us the only adequate explanation of what is go-
ing on in our world today, and has been for many
centuries. We saw that this struggle is synonymous
with life as we know it. It describes what is hap-
pening right where you are in the midst of the
world, with evil rampant around you and seemingly
everybody and everything doing all they can to dis-
courage you, drag you down, and defeat you. As
Paul put it, in avivid description of his own experi-
ence, “fightings within and fears without,” {cf,
2 Cor 7:5}.

Second, we tried to spend some time with what
the apostle says should be our response to this
struggle, described in the phrase, “Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil,” {cf, Eph 6:13}.
This is a tremendously practical section describing
how Jesus Christ (who is himself the armor that is
provided for us) can meet our moral and spiritual
need. We learned here what to do when doubts
assail us, fears dismay us, false teaching deludes
us, or coldness prevailsin our lives. Now we must
go a step further and explore the second thing the

apostle says the Chrigtian should do when he is
facing conflict with the wiles, the stratagems, the
devious suggestiveness of the devil.

The first defense, he says, is to put on the ar-
mor of God. We have looked at that { cf, Eph 6:14-
17}. The second defense is to pray. Two steps:
put on the armor of God, and pray.

That brings us to Verses 18-20 of Chapter 6:

Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all
prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making suppli-
cation for all the saints, and also for me,
that utterance may be given me in opening
my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of
the gospdl, for which I am an ambassador
in chains; that | may declare it boldly, as |
ought to speak. {Eph 6:18-20 RSV}

There is a very strong and powerful relation-
ship between putting on the armor of God and
praying. These two things belong together; in fact,
one grows out of the other. It is not enough to put
on the armor of God; you must also pray. It is not
enough to pray; you must also have put on the ar-
mor of God. It isimpossibleto divide these two.

As we have been attempting to see, putting on
the armor of God is not something merely figura-
tive, it is an actua thing you do. It is remembering
what Chrigt is to you, and thinking through the
implications of it in terms of your present struggle
and experience. Putting on the armor is essentially
something that is done in the realm of your thought
life. We have been trying to make that clear. Itis
an adjustment of the attitude of your heart to rea-
ity, to things as they redly are. It is thinking
through the implications of the fact which revela-
tion discloses. This is dways the necessary thing
to dointrying to facelife.
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Our problem with life is that we do not seeit as
itis. We are so deluded by it, we suffer from such
strangeillusions. It looks to us to be quite different
than it is and this is why we desperately need and
must have the revelation of the facts of Scripture.
Life is what God has declared it to be. When we
face it on that bass, we discover the revelation is
right, it is accurate, it does describe what is hap-
pening. And more, it tells us why things happen
and what lies behind them. All thisis part of put-
ting on this armor, appropriating Christ to your life
in terms of your present situation. It is al donein
the realm of the thought life.

What do you do when you put on the breast-
plate of righteousness? You think of Christ and
what his righteousness means to you as imparted to
you. What do you do when you take up the sword
of the Spirit? You give heed, as we saw, to those
flashes of Scripture, those portions of the Word of
God that come to your mind that have immediate
application to the situation you are facing. But
again, this dl is done in the realm of the thought
life. At first it takes time to work all this through.
This is something we have to learn how to do. As
we learn how to do it, the process becomes much
more rapid. Almost instantaneoudly we can think
through this line of approach to the problems we
are facing. This is what Paul calls, in the second
letter to the Corinthians, “bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ,” {2 Cor
10:5 KJV}.

| stress that this is done in the ream of the
thought life because this is very important, for it is
dangerous to think and not to do. It is a violation
of our basic humanity merely to think and not have
that thought result at last in some activity. Thisis
where many Christians go astray. They are content
to think about doctrina matters, think through
these great facts revedled about the gospel and
about life, but never make a practical application in
any way. As| have suggested, thisis very danger-
ous because we human beings are made both to
think and to do, and it must be in that order. We
receive information first, we assimilate it, correlate
it, and think it through. Thisisthefirst thing. And
then we act upon that which we have both thought
and felt. Our emotions and our mind, working
upon our will, bring us at last to activity. Thisis
the normal and proper procedure for human living.

All our doing must and will grow out of think-
ing. Sometimes we speak of “thoughtless’ actions.

We say of someone that “he acted thoughtlessly.”
Actudly this is impossible.  You cannot act
thoughtlessly. What we really mean is that some-
one has acted with very superficial, shallow think-
ing. But it is actualy impossible ever to act with-
out having first thought. Yet it is possible to think
without ever acting. That is what the apostle is
bringing us to here. To think without doing is in-
evitably frustrating. It is like cooking and never
eating. You can imagine how frustrating that
would be. It is like writing letters that you never
mail. Your friends may be glad of that, but it is
very frustrating to you! So the complement to put-
ting on the armor of God, the activity which results
fromit, isto pray.

First to think through and then to pray.

Notice the order of this. Thisis extremely im-
portant. The apostle does not reverse this and say,
first pray and then put on the armor of God. This
iswhat we try to do, and thisis why our prayer life
is so feeble, so impotent. There is great practica
help here if we follow carefully the designated or-
der of Scripture. | think most Christians, if they
were honest, would confess that they are dissatis-
fied with their prayer life. They fed it is inade-
guate and perhaps infrequent. All of us at times
struggle to improve ourselves. Sometimes we
struggle to improve the quality as well as the
quantity of our prayer lives. Sometimes we adopt
schedules we attempt to maintain, or long lists of
names and projects and places we try to remember
in prayer, or we attempt to discipline ourselves in
some way to a greater ministry in this ream. In
other words, we begin with the doing, but when we
do this we are starting at the wrong place. We are
violating our basic human nature in doing it this
way. The place to start is not with the doing, but
with the thinking.

This is always the place to start in motivating
human life, and this is what the apostle suggests.
Prayer follows putting on the armor of God. Itisa
natural, normal outgrowth. Now, | am not suggest-
ing that there is no place for Christian discipline;
thereis. | am not suggesting that we will not need
to take our wills and put them to a task and follow
through. There is this need. But the place where
discipline should come in is not, first, in prayer, but
in doing what is involved in “putting on the armor
of God.” First, think through the implications of
our faith, and then prayer will follow naturally
much more easily. When it comes in that order it
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will be thoughtful prayer, prayer which has mean-
ing and significance. It will he relevant prayer.

This is the problem with much of our praying
now, isit not? It is so shalow, so superficia, on a
level with that jingle you have al heard of the man
who prayed, “Bless me and my wife, my son John
and hiswife, us four and no more.” Sometimes our
prayers are only a cut above the simple childhood
prayer: “Now | lay me down to deep, | pray the
Lord my soul to keep.” What is needed? Prayer
should he an outgrowth of thoughtfulness about the
implications of faith. This adds depth, meaning,
and significance to it. Prayer should be pointed
and purposeful.

Now, basically, what is prayer? We are talk-
ing about this great theme as the apostle has
brought it to our attention, but what, basically, is

prayer?

Isit amere superstition, as some people think —
a mumbling, a talking to yourself under the
deluded dream that you are addressing a deity?

Or isit a form of black magic by which some
heavenly genie is expected to manipulate life to
our desire, a kind of ecclesasticad Aladdin's
lamp that we rub and things are supposed to
happen? | am afraid many have that concept of

prayer.

Or is it, as certain groups tell us, self-
communion — a psychological form of talking
to yourself in which you discover depths in
your being that were there al the time, but you
did not redlize it until you prayed?

All of these ideas of prayer are quite dissimilar
to what is mentioned in Scripture. Paul here
recognizes two categories of prayer, which he
cals (1) al prayer, and (2) supplication. “All
prayer” is the widest classification;
“supplication” is the specific request that is
made in prayer:

1. If you take the whole range of Bible
teaching on this great subject of prayer you
will find that underlying al the biblical
presentation is the idea that prayer is con-
versation with God. This is dl it is.
Prayer is simply conversing with God. As

we understand the position of a Christian,
a bdiever, he is in the family of God.
Therefore, prayer is family tak. It is
friendly, intimate, frank, unrestricted talk-
ing with God, and it is into this close and
intimate relationship that every individua
is brought by faith in Jesus Christ. By
faith in Christ we pass out of the realm of
being strangers to God and diens to the
family of God and into the intimate family
circle of the children of God. It iseasy to
talk within a family circle, but think what
harm is done to that intimacy if people ref-
use to talk. Prayer, basicaly then, is sim-
ply carrying on a conversation with God.

2. But supplication is asking some specific
request. James says, “You have not be-
cause you ask not,” {cf, Jas 4:2 KJV}. In
our conversation with God it is perfectly
proper to ask, because we are children and
he is a father. What the apostle is saying
is, “After you have put on the armor of
God, after you have thought through the
implications of your faith in the ways
which have been suggested previously, then
talk to God about it. Tell him the whole
thing. Tell him your reactions, tell him
how you feel, describe your relationship to
life around you and your reactions to them,
and ask him for what you need.

Prayer is often considered to be so high and
holy that it has to be carried on in some artificial
language or tone of voice. You hear this so fre-
quently from pulpits. Pastors adopt what has well
been called a “stained glass voice,” and pray in
some artificial manner as though God were far off
in some distant corner of the universe.

Prayer is a smple conversation with the Fa-
ther. It iswhat the apostle describes so beautifully
in the Epistle to the Philippians:

Have no anxiety about anything, but in eve-
rything by prayer and supplication [there it
is again] with thanksgiving let your re-
guests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which passes all understand-
ing, will keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. {Phil 4:6-7 RSV}
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This is a wonderful study in prayer. Paul is
saying there are three simple principles involved in

prayer:

1. First, worry about nothing. Be anxious for
nothing. Christian friends, do you hear what
that says? Worry about nothing! This is one
of the mgjor problems in Christian living today.
Worry is one of the mgjor reasons why Chris-
tians are oftentimes a stumbling block to non-
Christians. And, conversdly, it is also one of
the mgjor areas in which Christians can be a
glowing testimony and witness to non-
Christians. It depends upon whether you worry
or do not worry — one or the other. Christians
are continually exhorted in Scripture to worry
about nothing. Now that does not mean not to
have proper interest and concern about things.
It is not stoicism that is advocated here. But
we are not to be anxious, fretful, worried. Yet
thisis so often the attitude of our lives.

Someone said, “I'm so loaded up with
worries that if anything happened to me this
week it would he two weeks before | could get
around to worrying about it!” Sometimes we
make an artificia attempt to cure our worrying
by will power. Asanother has put it:

I’ve joined the new ‘Don’'t Worry Club’
And now | hold my breath;

I’m so scared I’ m going to worry

That I'm worried half to death.

But the admonition is, “Worry about
nothing.” Thisis only possible when you have
put on the armor of God. Do not attempt it on
any other basis. Worry comes from fear, and
the only thing that will dissolve fear is facts.
Therefore, to put on the armor of God is to
face the facts just as they are — not as they ap-
pear to be in the illusive picture that the world
gives us, but squarely as they are. Therefore
you are to worry about nothing.

2. What is the second principle? Pray about eve-
rything. Everything!

Someone says, “You mean God is inter-
ested in little things as well as big things?’ Is
there anything that is big to God? They are all
little things to him. Of course he is interested
in them; he says so! The hairs on our head are

numbered by him. Jesus was at great pains to
show us that God is infinitely involved in the
most minute details of our life — concerned
about everything. Therefore pray about every-
thing. Talk it over, tell him about things.

And what is the result? You will be kept
through anything. This is the third principle:
“The peace of God which passes all under-
standing [which no one can explain, which is
there despite the circumstances, and which
certainly does not arise out of a change of cir-
cumstances — which is smply inexplicable] will
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
Do you know anything more relevant in this
troubled, anxious, fretful, weary, disturbed
world?

Prayer reveals three facts:

When we pray we recognize, first, the existence
of an invisible kingdom. We would never pray
a al if we did not have some awareness that
someone is listening, that there is behind the
ream of visibility an invisble kingdom. It is
not far off in space somewhere; it is right here.
It surrounds us on every side. We are con-
stantly in touch with it, though we do not a-
ways recognize it. It lies behind the facade of
life, and al through the Scriptures are exhorta-
tions to take heed of this, reckon with it, dea
with it, acknowledge that it exists.

The second fact prayer reveals is that we
Christians have confidence that the kingdom of
God is highly significant, that it affects our
lives directly, that the visible things which are
happening in our world are a direct result of
something happening in the realm of invisibil-
ity. Therefore, if you want to change the
visihbilities, you must start with the invisibili-
ties.

Third, and perhaps the fact most hotly con-
tested by the devil and his forces, is that our
prayers play a direct and essential part in
bringing God's invisble power to bear on
visble life. In other words, God answers
prayer. Prayer is purposeful and powerful. It
is not pitiful and pathetic pleading with only a
rare chance that it might be answered. No, itis



Advice when Attacked

powerful. God answers! Prayer is an essential
link in the working of God in the world today.
Without it he does not often work; with it he
certainly does.

These three facts are al revealed in the matter of
prayer.

But now we must immediately add that God
answers prayer according to his promises. Thisis
SO necessary to say today, for there is a very vague
and undefined but widespread concept that God
answers any kind of prayer, that no matter what
you want or how you ask for it, he commits himself
to giveit. This, of course, results frequently in dis-
appointments and gives rise to the widespread be-
lief that prayer is ineffectual. The truth is, God
answers every prayer which is based upon a prom-
ise.

Prayer does not start with us; it starts with
God. God must say he will do something before we
arefreeto ask himto doit. Thisisthe point.

Thisis how it works with a father and his chil-
dren. No parent commits himself to give his chil-
dren everything they want, anything they ask for.
He makes it clear to them that he will do certain
things and not do other things. In the realm of
those limits, the father commits himsdf to answer
his children’s requests. So it iswith God. God has
given promises and they form the only proper basis
for supplication.

This is what Paul means by his reminder that
we are to pray at al times in the Spirit. In the
Spirit!  Here again is a great area of misunder-
standing about prayer. Many take this phrase, “in
the Spirit,” as though it were descriptive of the
emotions we should have when we pray. They
think it is necessary to be greatly moved before
prayer can be effectual, that we must pray with
deep earnestness of words. Now, thisis possible at
times, but it is not essential or necessary to the ef-
fectiveness of prayer. And it is certainly not what
is meant by this phrase, “in the Spirit.”

To judge by the expression of many, one would
perhaps fed that this phrase means to pray with a
loud voice. But it does not mean that. It has no
relationship to the emotions that we feel in prayer.
Praying in the Spirit is not descriptive of some kind
of religious hydrophobia.

Well, what isit then? It means to pray accord-
ing to the promises which the Spirit has given, and
the character of God which the Spirit has made

known. This is praying in the Spirit. God has
never promised to answer just any prayer, but he
does promise to answer prayer in away that he has
carefully outlined for us. He does so invariably
and without partiaity. He is no respecter of per-
sons in this matter of prayer. In the realm of our
persona needs (those needs which call forth most
of our prayers), the need for wisdom, perhaps, or
power, or patience, or grace, or strength — in this
realm God's promise, specifically and definitely, is
to answer immediately. He aways immediately
answers this type of prayer.

| do not have time to go into this, for it isavast
subject, and there is much more which could be
said about it from other portions of Scripture. But
| want to emphasize now that the apostle is saying
we must take this matter of prayer serioudy and
learn what God has promised. In other words,
master this subject as you would master any other
subject you give yourself to. You scientists have
mastered various areas in the realm of science.
You teachers have learned to master the art of
teaching. You artisans have mastered your trade;
you have worked at it, you have given time to it.
Now learn to master the art of praying. For though
prayer isthe smplest thing in the world — aword of
conversation with God — it also can become the
very deepest and most profound thing in the world.
When you grow in your prayer life you will dis-
cover that God is very serious about prayer, and
that, through it, he makes his omnipotence and
omniscience available to us in terms of specific
promises.

When you learn to pray on this basis you will
discover that exciting and otherwise unexpected
things are constantly happening, that there is a
quiet but mighty power at work upon which you
can rely. And as you learn to pray in this way you
find there is put at your disposa a tremendous
weapon, a mighty power to influence your own life
and the lives of others. The illustrations of this are
far too numerous for me to dwell on, but they are
unmistakable to those who experience them. Es-
pecialy is this true in the realm of withstanding the
attack of the enemy. | want to say more about this
in the last message of this series.

Onefina point: This matter of praying applies
to others besides ourselves.

We are not done in this battle, this conflict
with doubt, dismay, fear, confusion, and uncer-
tainty. No, there are others around us who are
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weaker and younger in Christ than we are, and till
others who are stronger than we, and we al are
fighting this battle together. We cannot put on the
armor of God for another person, but we can pray
for that other person. We can cal in reinforce-
ments when we find him engaged in a struggle
greater than he can handle for the moment, or per-
haps for which he is not fully equipped, or if he has
not yet learned how to handle his armor adequately.
We are to be aware of other people’s problems and
pray for them, to open their eyes to danger and to
help them realize how much is available to them in
the armor God has given them, and to obtain spe-
cific help and strength for a specific trial.

Notice how Paul asks this for himself in this
very passage. “Pray for me, that utterance may be
give me in opening my mouth to proclaim the mys-
tery of the gospel.” This mighty apostle has a deep
sense of his need for prayer. He says, “Pray that
God may grant me boldness that | will be so confi-
dent of the truth of which | speak that no fear of
man will ever dissuade me or turn me aside.”

You find another notable example of the apos-
tle's desire for prayer in the fifteenth chapter of
Romans, in the last verses {cf, Rom 15:30-33},
where he asks the Chrigstians to pray for three
things specificaly:

Physical safety when he visits Jerusalem,

A sengitive, tactful spirit when he speaks to the
Christians there; and

An ultimate opportunity to visit the city of
Rome.

Three specific requests — and the record of
Scripture is that each of them was answered ex-
actly as Paul had asked.

| read through the prayers of Paul, and I find
that he deals with many matters in his prayers.
But, primarily, and repeatedly, one request comes
out again and again: He prays for other Christians,
that their spiritual understanding might be enlight-
ened. He asks that the eyes of their mind, their in-
telligence, might be opened, unveiled. This repeti-
tion in the apostle’s prayers indicates the impor-
tance of understanding intelligently what life is
about, what is true and what is false, what is red
and what is phony. It also illustrates the power of

the devil to blind and confuse, and to make things
look one way when they are quite another. So the
repeated prayer of the apostle is, “Lord, ... that
their eyes may be opened, that their understanding
may be enlightened, that their intelligence may be
clarified, that they may seethings as they are.”

The prayer of another person can change the
whole atmosphere of one person’s life, oftentimes
overnight. One Christmas Eve my family and |
were in the Sierra Nevada at Twain Harte. When
the sun went down the landscape around was sere
and dry and barren. Brown leaves were swirling
down from the trees; it was a typically bleak winter
landscape. But when we awoke the next morning,
it was to a wonderland of beauty. Every harsh line
was softened, every blot was covered. Five inches
of snow had fallen during the night, and — imper-
ceptibly, quietly, softly, without noise — the whole
landscape was marvelously transformed. We
awoke to a fairyland of beauty and delight. | have
seen this same thing happen in the life of an indi-
vidual whose attitude toward God and reality was
hard, stubborn. He was determined to have his
own way. By virtue of prayer, secretly performed
in a closet, that person’s heart was softened,
melted, mellowed and changed. His total outlook
was different overnight.

Now it does not aways happen overnight,
Sometimes it takes much longer. Time is a factor
which God aone controls, and he never suggests a
time limit in his instructions about prayer. But he
constantly calls us to this ministry of prayer, both
for ourselves and for one another. When we learn
to pray as God teaches us to pray, we release in our
own lives and in the lives of others the immense,
the enormous resources of God to strengthen the
spirit and give inner stability and power to meet the
pressures and problems of life.

| shall close with two passages on prayer. In
Second Timothy 2, Verses 24-26, the apostle says
to his son in the faith:

And the Lord’s servant must not be quar-
relsome but kindly to every one, an apt
teacher, forbearing, correcting his oppo-
nents with gentleness. [Prayer is not spe-
cificaly mentioned here but is certainly
implied in these next words] God may
perhaps grant that they will repent and
come to know the truth [there is the open-
ing of the mind] and that they may escape
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from the snare of the devil, after being cap- Prayer:
tured by him to do his will. {2 Tim 2:24-26
RSV} Our Father, we know so little about these

great redlities — especialy this mighty
ministry of prayer. We pray that you will
teach us to pray. Forgive us for the way
oftentimes we have looked at prayer as

And from the letter of James:

My brethren, if any one among you
wanders from the truth and someone brings

him back. let him know that whoever though it were unimportant, insignificant,
brings back a sinner from the error of his optiond.  Help us to teke it seriously.
way will save his soul from death and will Help us to redlize that you have made this
cover a multitude of sins. {Jas 5:19-20 our point of contact with you. We would
RSV} pray, then, as the disciples prayed: “Lord,

teach usto pray.” Inyour name, Amen.
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The Infallible Posture

by Ray C. Stedman

For some time now we have been studying the
great passage at the close of Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. {Eph
6:10-11 RSV}

We have looked at the struggle of life in the
light of Paul’s great revelation that we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against the principali-
ties and powers, the rulers of this world's present
darkness, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in high
places. We have seen that al that happensto usin
our lives as Christians which discourages us, de-
feats us, confuses us, or renders us indifferent to
the great truth of God is part of this great struggle.
It is a manifestation of this conflict in which we are
engaged. As we look back upon a year that has
ended, we have been aware of failure, of problems,
of weakness, of obstinacy and stubbornness, of
rebellion, and other things in our life of which we
are not proud. These again have been manifesta-
tions of this great struggle in which we are en-
gaged. We are looking forward now to a new year
and we know it, too, will be atime of conflict, an-
other time of struggle. What can we do about this?
How can we fight back? In practical terms, what
can we do about the struggle we face? Thisiswhat
has engaged us in this passage.

The answer, as we have seen so far, is twofold:

First, we are to put on the armor of God. Paul
says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand againgt the wiles of the
devil.” The clear implication is that if we do
not put on the whole armor of God, we will not
be able to stand. If we are doubtful about that,
life itself will prove it to us. We cannot stand
without this armor which, as we have seen, is
figurative language for something very real. It
is realizing what we are in Christ and what
Christ is to us now, in very practical terms.
“Put on the whole armor of God” is another
way of saying what Paul says in Romans:
“Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin
and dive unto God,” {cf, Rom 5:11 KJV}.

This is the glory of the Scriptures. They
take the same truth and put it a dozen different
ways in order that we might have various ap-
proaches to these great truths, and understand
them clearly. As we obey what the apostle
says, and think through the implications of our
faith, we find that everything rests ultimately
on that first piece of armor, which is Jesus
Christ as the truth. Let us gird up our loins
with the girdle of truth. All Chrigtian faith re-
lates to and derives from the authority of Jesus
Christ. Heisthe truth. That is the first thing.
We are to put on the whole armor of God.

Second, he tells us we are to pray. Not merely
put on the armor, but aso pray. Not only to
think about what Christ is and the great truths
he revedls, but aso to talk to God about them,
to lean on his help, to hold conversation with
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him, to engage ourselves directly and person-
aly with the God who is our strength and our
help.

Ever since Christmas | have seen severa
young people playing with a new toy. Fre-
quently | have seen boys and sometimes girls
with walkie-talkies, keeping in contact with a
pal somewhere out of sight. Thisis one of the
delightful things about the advancement science
has brought to us, this ability to keep in con-
stant communication with someone, if we care
to. But it is nothing new. It isonly what God
has made available in Christ from the very be-
ginning. We can talk to him and pray about al
things.

But now we come to the third and last thing in
the apostle’ s admonition to usin this passage. Itis
given to us in but one word, but a word which is
repeated four different times throughout this entire
passage. It isthe word stand. Notice how it comes
in here:

Put on the whole armor of God that you
may he able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. ... Therefore take the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand therefore, {Eph 6:11, 6:13-14a
RSV}

Everything aims at this, that we might be able
to stand.

What does it mean, “to stand” ?

Well, imagine a football team defending its
goa line. The defense lines up on the scrimmage
line and simply stands, refusing to be moved. This
is called a goal-line stand. This is exactly what
this word pictures to us. We are to refuse to move
from the ground of faith we have taken, refuse to
yield ground, stand.

Now why does the apostle put it this way?

Why does he not say fight? Having done al,
fight! Put on the whole armor of God and advance,
charge. Why does he not use some military term
that speaks of moving out? We must take these
words serioudly, for, after al, these are not play
words used lightly as children would in playing
games. These are serious commands given in a
very serious fight. The apostle uses the word stand
because it is the only proper word to use. It isthe

only word which described the final attitude we
must have to insure absolute victory.

Aswe look at this word more carefully, we can
see that it touches on three aspects of the struggle
of life:

First, the use of this word stand reveds to us
the intendity of the struggle in which we are in-
volved. We are told to stand because there are
times when that is all we can do. The most we can
possibly hope to achieve a times is that we should
simply stand, unmoved. There are times in battle
when a soldier can do no more than try to protect
himsdlf, and stay where he is. The intensity of the
conflict becomes so furious, so fierce, there is
nothing else he can do but simply hold his ground.
That iswhat thisword impliesto us.

Paul has aready spoken in this passage about
evil days which come. Thank God, all of life does
not consist of evil days, but evil days come. These
are days when circumstances simply stagger us,
when we face some combination of events, some
disheartening tragedy or circumstance that almost
knocks us off our feet and we can do nothing else
but hope to stand where we are. There are times
when doubts plague us. We are exposed to intellec-
tual attacks and we find we have &l we can do to
assert any degree of faith at all. There are situa-
tions and circumstances into which we come when
we are overwhelmed with fears and anxieties and
we scarcely can keep our heads, because we are
under pressure. There are times when indifference
seems to sap our spiritua strength so much we lose
all our vitality. It drains away our will to act, our
motivation, and we seem unable to make ourselves
do the simplest things to maintain faith.

This is dl part of the struggle. We get dis-
turbed when we see our growth in the Christian life
apparently stopped. Our ministry or our witness
seems to be impossible or ineffective. All the
challenge and keenness of our spiritua life is gone.
What are we to do then? Paul says we are to gird
up our loins, put on the whole armor of God, pray,
and having done al, stand! Putting on the armor
and praying will not necessarily change the cir-
cumstances. Then what? Then stand! Stay right
where you are until the attack lessens. This is the
fina word.
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Everywhere the Word of God warns us that, as
we draw nearer the time of our Lord’s return, evil
days will come more frequently. The Bible has
always told us there will be evil days, but some-
times we read certain predictions wrong. For in-
stance, there is a passage in First Timothy 4 that
refersto the latter times: “Now the Spirit expressly
says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doc-
trines of demons,” {1 Tim 4:1 RSV}. We read that
as though it were a prediction of the closng mo-
ments of the age. But the “latter times’ means the
whole of the age, from our Lord' s first coming until
his second. Paul is not talking about one particular
time of trouble reserved for the last moment; he is
talking about repetitive cycles of trouble which
come again and again throughout the whole course
of these latter days.

But the Word also makes clear that these cy-
cles become fiercer in intensity and more wide-
spread in their impact as the age draws to its close.
There is a growing awareness in our day that we
live in a one-world community. We no longer are
separated from other peoples by great distances of
thought or time. What happens on the other side of
the world today affects us tomorrow. We are very
much aware of this.

Evil days were once limited geographically. In
the past, persecution grew intense in various
places, and economic pressures became severe in
certain areas while in other areas things were fine.
But now, as the age goes on, these areas of trouble
become more widespread. Now they are worldwide
in their impact. Surely we do not have to press this
point. In America, we must realize we are living on
an idand of relative peace and security in the midst
of an enormous sea of trouble and distress. That
seais constantly eroding away our relative security.
It isan irresigtibly rising tide, the lapping of whose
waters we can dready hear. Conditions are not
getting better in our world, but worsening. Any
honest person, facing world conditions, must admit
this. The vaunted solutions of sincere men are not
working. The approaches to these problems upon
which men pin their faith — such as education, sci-
entific discoveries, economic improvements, better
legidation — these things are not working.

Not that they do not have their place; we are
not suggesting they be discarded. They are work-
ing to some degree, but they are not solving the
problem. It is getting worse, because, as we have

seen all aong, the issue never liesin these superfi-
cia, surface reams. It lies much deeper, in the
hearts and souls of men under the domination of
cruel and resistless power that dominates the world,
whom Paul calls “the world rulers of this present
darkness.” Only the delivering strength of Jesus
Christ is adequate to deal with them.

This is being confirmed to us from rather un-
expected sources these days. Listen to this para-
graph from a contemporary non-Christian writer:

“l remind you of what is happening in the
great cities of the earth today: Chicago, De-
troit, Pittsburgh, London, Manchester, Paris,
Tokyo, Hongkong, and the rest. These cities
are for the most part vast pools of human mis-
ery, networks of raw human nerves exposed
without benefit of illusion or hope to the new
godless world wrought by industrial man.
The people in these cities are lost. Some of
them are so lost that they no longer even know
it, and they are the real lost ones. They haunt
the movies for distraction. They gamble.
They depress their sensibilities with alcohol,
or they seek strong sensations to dull their
sense of a meaningless existence.”

That is the world we are facing in 1966, and
because of it, there are many who are faltering in
their faith. This very week the newspapers in our
area reported the resignation from the Christian
ministry of a man who once was very closely asso-
ciated with us here. He is giving up his ministry,
and doing so, he says, because he no longer can
stand it, no longer can face it. This man’s ministry
was once in the power and effectiveness of the
Word of God, but because his faith began to fall,
his ministry failed, and now he is quitting. This
past year has witnessed a half-dozen outstanding
Christian leaders who suffered moral collapse and
have been laid on the shelf, their ministry and their
testimony brought to an end. This is happening
everywhere.

God is permitting this in order to separate the
phony from the true. He says he will do this; the
Word makes it very clear. There is a passage in
Hebrews where we are definitely told that the
things which can be shaken will be shaken. God is
allowing these testings to reveal the genuine and to
remove what can be shaken in order that what can-
not be shaken might remain. Therefore, evil days
come. When they come into your own personal



The Infallible Posture

experience you will need to remember that the
Word of God to you is to put on the whole armor of
God, to pray, and then stand. Perhaps you will
redlize that there is nothing else you can do, but
that you can win if you stand.

Not long ago, | once ran across a letter from a
missionary out in the jungles of New Guinea, writ-
ing to his friends a home. He caught the very
spirit of our Christian faith in these words:

Man, it is great to be in the thick of the fight,
to draw the old devil’s heaviest guns, to have
him at you with depression and discourage-
ment, slander, disease. He doesn’t waste time
on the lukewarm bunch. He hits good and
hard when a fellow is hitting him. You can
always measure the weight of your blow by the
one you get back. When you're on your back
with fever and at your last ounce of strength,
when some of your converts backdlide, when
you learn that your most promising inquirers
are only fooling, when your mail gets held up,
and some don’t bother to answer your letters,
is that the time to put on mourning? No, Sir.
That's the time to pull out al the stops and
shout, Hallelujah! The old fellow’s getting it
in the neck and hitting back. Heaven is lean-
ing over the battlements and watching. “Will
he stick with it?” And as they see Who is
with us, as they see the impossibility of fail-
ure, how disgusted and sad they must be when
we run away. We're going to stand.

Stand: Thisisthe Christian word.

There is a second aspect of the struggle indi-
cated by this word stand. It indicates to us the
character of the battle the Christian faces. We are
to stand because this is a defensive action, primar-
ily. The proper defense will win the day. | know
this is oftentimes misunderstood, for we frequently
hear the proverb, “The best defense if a good of-
fense” But if a castle is under attack from an
army, the battle is not won by those in the castle
venturing forth to overwhelm the army outside.
The battle is won by repelling dl invasion. Thisis
a picture of our Christian life. Thisis a defensive
battle, not offensive. We are not out to take new
ground; we are to defend that which is aready
ours. In the Christian battle the offensive work
was done over 1900 years ago at the cross and the
resurrection. The Lord Jesus is the only one who
has the power and strength to take the offensive in

this great battle with the prince of darkness. But he
has already done that. All that we possess as be-
lieversis already given to us. We do not fight for
it. We do not battle to be saved, or fight to be jus-
tified, or forgiven, or accepted into the family of
God. All these things are given to us. They were
won by another, who, in the words of Paul in Co-
lossians, “took principalities and powers and nailed
them to his cross, triumphing over them in it” {cf,
Col 2:14-15}, and led them captive who had held
the world captive.

But we are to fight to use al this, to enjoy it, to
experience it fully. The enemy is trying to keep us
from realizing what we have and using it to the full.
This is where the battle lines are. We do not need
to take new ground as Christians. We cannot. All
has been accomplished; al is given to us. As Jude
says, in aimost the last word of the New Testament,
“earnestly contend for the faith which was once for
al delivered to the saints” {cf, Jude 1:3 RSV}.
We are to hold on to that which God gives us and
not let any of it be lost or taken from us, as to our
use of it. This is what the phrase “contend ear-
nestly for the faith” means. It does not mean to
attack everyone who does not agree with you, and
brand them as a Communist! It means to hold on
to what God has already given you and utilize it to
the full. As Paul writes to the Corinthians, “ Stand
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong,”
{1 Cor 16:13 KJV}. Do not surrender an inch of
ground, even though others do.

“Well,” someone says, “Thisis so negative, so
defensive. | don't like to hear talk like this. It
sounds as though Christians are to cover their
heads and avoid all contact with the world, and try
somehow to get through life, and on to heaven un-
contaminated.” That, of course, is exactly the twist
that the devil ddlights to give this word stand. It is
defensive action, but the amazing thing is that this
kind of defensive actions becomes the greatest of-
fense the Christian can mount. The fact is, the
Christian who learns to stand, to give up no seg-
ment of his faith, but to put on the armor of God
and to pray and thus be immovable, is the only
Chrigtian who in any way will reflect the love of
Christ in the midst of unlovely situations. Heisthe
only one who will be able to manifest peace and
certainty and poise and assurance in the midst of a
very troubled and unhappy world.

Christians who learn to stand make possible
some degree of rest and enjoyment for the world.
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We are “the salt of the earth” {Matt 5:13a}, Jesus
said. Ah, but if the salt has lost its savor, what
good is it? — “good for nothing but to be cast out
and trodden under the feet of men!” {Matt 5:13c
KJv}. Thisis, by and large, what the world is do-
ing with the church these days — treading it under
foot as worthless, useless. This is because we have
not learned to stand. But when a Christian learns
this, it is the very fact that he can stand when eve-
ryone else is falling that draws the attention of oth-
ers and makes them seek his secret. | remind you
again of those accurate words of Kipling, describ-
ing what manhood is:

If you can keep your head when all about you
Arelosing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when al men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

This is what makes people stop, look and lis-
ten, and say, “What is it that these people have?
They don't give way like we do, they don't go
along with the rest of the crowd. They seem to be
able to resist these compelling pressures that we so
easily givein to.”

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise;

This is what manhood is. Thisis what God is
after. This is what he wants to make us in Christ.
But the battle is not to become this kind of a man,
for this is the kind of man Christ makes us when
we follow him. The battle isto show it, to reved it,
to manifest what we are and thus to refuse to be-
lieve the lies that keep us weak and make us act
like and anima rather than a man. Put on the
whole armor of God, al that Christ is, pray, and
having done al, stand!

There is a third aspect of the struggle sug-
gested by this word. It is the certainty of victory.
If putting on the armor of God and prayer makes it
possible to stand unmoved and immovable, then
nothing more is required to win. After dl, if acas
tle cannot be taken, the attacking army has nothing
left to do but to withdraw. There is nothing else it
can do. It is defeated, beaten. We have been talk-
ing a great deal in this series about the cleverness
of Satan, his subtlety of attack, “the wiles of the

devil,” and the impossibility of defeating him by
mere human wisdom. We have sad that every
saint in the record of Scripture, every believer
throughout the history of time has been, at one time
or another, defeated by the devil when he tried to
match wits with him in his own strength. This is
true. But it is also true that when any saint, any
believer, even the newest and weakest, stands in the
strength of Christ, puts on the whole armor of God,
and, in dependence upon the presence of God in
prayer, stands, the devil is always defeated.

This is because of a basic weakness, a fatal
flaw, in the devil’s approach. When the believer
stands on the ground of faith the devil dways over-
reaches himself, he goestoo far. Thisis because he
commits himsalf to extremes, and in that lies his
defeat. Sooner or later the reality which is truth
must become apparent. The devil can never take
the ground of truth because that, of course, would
defeat hisown aims. He cannot defend and support
God, for he is out to attack and outwit him. Be-
cause God is truth, all that the devil can do is take
the ground of untruth, of extremes, distortions,
wrongness. Ultimately, because God is truth (and
truth is aways the reflection of God) and God
never changes, truth then must finally prevail. This
has been the history of the world, hasit not? It will
be the continuing record of history from now on.

Perhaps Abraham Lincoln put it as well as it
can be put in the famous quotation,

“It is possible to fool some of the people al of
the time, and al of the people some of the
time, but it is impossible to fool all of the
people all of the time.”

Truth comes out. God istruth. Therefore, live
with it long enough, stand on it long enough, and it
will prevail and reveal itself. This explains what
we have referred to at times as “the phenomena of
fashionsin evil.” Anyone who has been a Christian
for a considerable period of time learns that error
comes in cycles, like clothing cycles. You may be
out of style for awhile, but if you stay with the
same style long enough, it will come back in. If
you are standing on the truth of God, there will be
times when it will be regarded with utter scorn by
the world and laughed at and you will be made a
mockery of. But if you follow these foolish people
who think they must adjust to every sweeping cur-
rent of the time and try to maintain what they call
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“intellectual respectability” at al times, you will
find that as fast as you adjust, styles change and
you are out of style again. But if you stand fast on
what God has declared unchangeable, you will find
a strange phenomenon happening: The very truths
which ten years ago were looked down upon, and
laughed at, and scorned by the world will suddenly
come into fashion again, and will be held up as the
newest discovery of the brilliant intellect of men.
Then you, who have been believing it right aong,
are right back in style again. This is because truth
never changes.

The devil ultimately must be defeated if anyone
will simply stand on what God has said. We might
even fed a little sorry for the devil, for it is his
cruel fate continually to be defeated by the very
weapons he tries to use against God and his people.
Thisiswhy it is so foolish to believe the lies of the
devil.

| often think the devil is like the villain in the
old Western melodramas. Remember how the plot
always develops? It looks so threatening to the
heroine, for the villain is aways there twirling his
mustache and rubbing his hands, thinking he has
her in his power. But at the critical moment the
hero arrives and the plot suddenly changes. The
villain is beaten by his own devices and he dinks
off the stage muttering, “Curses! Foiled again!”
That is the devil’s fate when he attacks any Chris-
tian who iswilling to stand.

The cross is the great example of this. The
cross looked like the supreme achievement of the
devil, the supreme moment of victory when al the
powers of darkness were howling with glee as they
saw the Son of God beaten and wounded, rejected
and despised, hanging upon a cross, naked, before
al the world. It looked like the triumph of dark-
ness. Jesus sad it was. “This is your hour,” he
said, “and the power of darkness,” {Luke 22:53b}.
But it was that very moment when the devil lost. In
the cross al that the devil had risked was defeated,
beaten down, and the devil and all his angels were
disarmed and openly displayed as defeated by the
power of Jesus Christ. Thisis what God does all
through life. The devil sends sickness, defedt,
death, darkness, pain, suffering, and tragedy. It is
all the work of Satan. But that is not the whole of
the story. God takes those very things — those very
things! — and uses them to strengthen us and bless
us, to teach us and enlarge us and fulfill us, if we
stand. Thisisthe whole story.

Here is a quotation from a Christian man who
has been an invalid all hislife — one of those lonely,
obscure people who live in constant pain — who
does not know what it means to be able to use his
physical body in any way except in pain and suffer-
ing. But hewritesthis:

Loneliness is not a thing of itself, not an
evil sent to rob us of the joys of life. Loneli-
ness, loss, pain, sorrow, these are disciplines,
God's gifts to drive us to his very heart, to in-
crease our sensitivities and understanding, to
temper our spiritual lives so that they may be-
come channels of his mercy to others and so
bear fruit for his kingdom. But these disci-
plines must be seized upon and used, not
thwarted. They must not be seen as excuses
for living in the shadow of half-lives, but as
messengers, however painful, to bring our
souls into vital contact with the living God,
that our lives may be filled to overflowing
with himself in ways that may, perhaps, be
impossible to those who know less of life's
darkness.

Thisiswhat it means to stand.

One of these days, the Bible says, the struggle
will end. It will end for al of us at the end of our
lives, but it can end before that in the coming of the
Lord. Someday it will be over, there is no doubt.
And someday it will be written of some, as it is
recorded in the book of Revelation, “They over-
came him [the great dragon, the devil] by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death,” {Rev
12:11}. The great issue of life is not how much
money we make or how much favor we gather, how
much of a name we make for ourselves. The great
issue, above al, is whether it can be written of us
as we come to the end, that we overcame by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testi-
mony, for we loved not our lives unto desth.

Prayer:

These are perilous days, our Father. We
are made aware of this by our newspapers,
and yet how false a view of life our news-
papers give us. If welook at life from that
point of view we will fed that life is won-
derful and glorious, has no problems, and
everyone is getting along fine, or we will be
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utterly cast down in defeat and disap- word, from the redlity of it. Help usto be-
pointment with no hope. But thank you, lieve it and obey it and thus to stand, unde-
Lord, that we do not get our view of life feated and undefeatable. In Christ’s name,
from the newspapers, but from your living Amen.
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